
Northridge Summer 2022 Reading Program
High School

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.”

̶  Joseph Addison

Level Title Author Publisher
Publ.
Date

Freshman Beau Geste

ISBN 13: 978-0486837284
P. C. Wren Dover 2019

Sophomores Great Expectations
ISBN 13: 978-0486415864 Charles Dickens Dover 2001

Juniors The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
ISBN 13: 978-0486280615

Mark Twain Dover 1994

Seniors* Crime and Punishment
ISBN 13: 978-0486415871

Fyodor Dostoevsky Dover 2001

* In addition to the summer reading assignment, Seniors must also write a college application essay. Please see
instructions below.

Instructions

All students are required to make annotations in their books in preparation for a test on the summer reading

selection(s) in their English classes in the fall.

Students should purchase the book on their own, using the Publisher and Publish Date above to find the right

edition.

Your English teacher will collect your summer reading book on the first day of school, in order to grade your

annotations. The annotation guidelines are on the next page.

Note for Seniors

In addition to the summer reading assignment, Seniors must also write a college application essay, due later

this summer.  Seniors: Please see communications from Mr. Barder, our college counselor, for specific

guidelines, and email him at rbarder@northridgeprep.org with any questions.
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https://www.amazon.com/Beau-Geste-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486837289/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=1ZR94IUSAETAS&keywords=beau+geste+dover+thrift&qid=1654283598&s=books&sprefix=beau+geste+dover+thrift%2Cstripbooks%2C160&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExVFA1TDNJWDlIM0tPJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMzI2ODkwMk9YVlI3NFJUQlU3QSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwNjQxMjgyMVBTMDRFNU85OENGMiZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Expectations-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486415864/ref=pd_lpo_3?pd_rd_i=0486415864&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Adventures-Huckleberry-Finn-Mark-Twain/dp/0486280616
https://www.amazon.com/Crime-Punishment-Fyodor-Dostoyevsky/dp/0486415872


Annotations:
Responding to the Literature as You Read

Rather than simply read the assigned books, we want to encourage you to think critically about what you’re
reading. To help you with this, you will be making annotations directly in the book.

Making Annotations

What is annotating?
● An act of active reading which requires the reader to do more than merely absorb the plot or

superficial meaning of a work.

● Recording notes about what happens, important questions, symbols, rhetorical elements, and

important ideas.

● It includes: summarizing, commenting, and connecting (a given passage to themes, ideas, or plot points

from the book), in addition to highlighting, starring, and underlining.

● An essential skill of a critical reader and analytical thinker and writer.

How do I annotate literature?
● Keep marginal notes about important plot elements.

● Record interpretative questions as you read.

● Look up words and allusions that you don’t know.

● Highlight or underline some of the most  important statements or ideas in the literary work.

● Use a variety of symbols to indicate what parts of the work need further discussion or investigation.

[Commonly used symbols:  * (for key passages), ? (for  passages that raise important questions),  ! (for

information that is surprising)]

Why bother with annotations?
● Annotating provides you with a way of interacting with the literature which is an essential skill for the

AP exams, for college, and for life.

● It will give you a better recollection of what you read.

● It will provide you with what you need to study for quizzes and tests.

● It will assist you in discussing and writing about literature.

● It will help you to monitor your own understanding of the work.

● It will enrich your reading experience with depth and meaning.

Grading
● A = the book contains frequent marginal notes (every couple of pages), and many signs of interacting

with the literary work (questions, stars, highlights, etc.)

● B  or C range= the book contains some marginal notes and signs of interacting with the work

throughout the book

● D or F range= the book contains a few, inconsistent comments or endnotes with minimal signs of

interacting with the work
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