
 
 

 

Northridge Summer 2026 Reading Program 
Middle School 

 

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.”  ​
̶  Joseph Addison 

 
 

Readings​
]​
Incoming 6th graders 
6th grade students must read Ranger’s Apprentice, and one additional book from the list below. 

] 
●​ Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls, ISBN: 978-0440412670 

●​ The Horse and His Boy by C.S. Lewis, ISBN: 978-0060234881 

●​ I am David by Anne Holm, ISBN: 978-0152051600 

●​ Shane by Jack Schaefer, ISBN: 978-0544239470 

●​ My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George, ISBN: 978-0141312422​
 

7th and 8th Grade students must pick and read two books from the lists below. 

Incoming 7th graders: 

●​ Captains Courageous by Rudyard Kipling, ISBN: 1952433401 

●​ True Grit by Charles Portis, ISBN: 159020459X 

●​ Mr. Midshipman Hornblower (Hornblower Saga) by C. S. Forester, ISBN: 978-0316289122 

●​ Summer of the Monkeys by Wilson Rawls, ISBN: 0440415802​
 

Incoming 8th graders  

●​ The Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain, ISBN: 978-0451528353 

●​ Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne, ISBN: 978-1949460858 

●​ 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne, ISBN: 978-1950435067 

●​ Men of Iron by Howard Pyle, ISBN: 978-0486428413 

●​ The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood by Howard Pyle, ISBN: 978-0486220437​

 

Assignment 

Students will be quizzed on the characters and plot of both books in the first week of school.  There will 
also be an in-class essay assignment in the first week and classroom discussions to assess the students' 
understanding of the overarching themes.   
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https://www.amazon.com/Ruins-Gorlan-Rangers-Apprentice-Book/dp/0142406635/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3OCFV3S9EI0MI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mou2JReip525VU7KrBqLPMhozGd3dJ_2LgaHlexlFBISZyvL2TkVi0B0Py7WGYEWpSpwoyg_dL4uZs2--UlXgkhTR0uR_k0t4-AVUe_KmpMiBXKuSntZ8vGfTNmZdp0nwwPmcaGo7dlQyh5iQ1m_PgXsf4tNnjqLW_s2iaPCKBYPZ4pON7IXtQqiN0qqgJYnn8L2qDhZXYSDEgYNDPfAkyutcxlBdH7Yp9KD4_u6Z8jguwyefGzIh--KhfaYDBs2hXfzsuKSshtcwEh3CdhK80972MF3lHnxrZpo9dx4IfY.LpbVkftBEbN-IUx4BIoEflKqdAD350LVEvPeNQnwztA&dib_tag=se&keywords=rangers+apprentice&qid=1745338731&s=books&sprefix=rangers+%2Cstripbooks%2C129&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Fern-Grows-Wilson-Rawls/dp/0440412676/ref=sr_1_1?crid=IK29W64EB9PE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4EFkrmflPJ42OvHDMnUbnPsf6EJtvxT25RdFLJ4ovDHGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.bx9HP2zCvZ_8-G8TWWfWSlvoA0LuCwL2Y4WJOqoqsoc&dib_tag=se&keywords=978-0440412670&qid=1719862406&sprefix=978-0440412670%2Caps%2C85&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Horse-His-Boy-C-Lewis/dp/0060234881/ref=sr_1_1?crid=22B8YF4T6SWK3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.c7GFf1Z932WxGWgAKC6ZsA.BCdlF3ruCDE_wsJ1yn_L0dLTqEqRr8nhkNbP69hESME&dib_tag=se&keywords=978-0060234881&qid=1719862738&sprefix=978-0060234881%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/I-Am-David-Anne-Holm/dp/0152051600/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1PSQR8CZ86MTD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.F1Oq0lgES68-Vb4x0QsQUg.blZR0Lo-zt5Qf6JLkSHp2Na6FGbloGY6vAtSqAvsmlQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=978-0152051600&qid=1719862811&sprefix=978-0152051600%2Caps%2C121&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Shane-Jack-Schaefer/dp/0544239474/ref=sr_1_1?crid=PF9B8ULLZ0ID&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.auQ2ScwPfGsAnSJJtWP4K0WJspMWP3V9zsZ98T5gJQkEQbbavmqZSllmb0kKGgAN.RzQko7_uY4k9AY8e9Y6ulJBeexVwKecLhcR0TwOPhPE&dib_tag=se&keywords=978-0544239470&qid=1719862864&sprefix=978-0544239470%2Caps%2C95&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Side-Mountain-Puffin-Modern-Classics/dp/0142401110/ref=sr_1_1?crid=YMT1SYET82WY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.lKuCzeecSt95LTn_iWtws41flpeHreEekkZ2Bt_T5mzMXNJGwHMOE6pcqhBT6AMxSVsJXAhbNFZHF0aIsVmWXw3yBjmX4M-Dz-EuVx2czXDtSz-sB28rEflqfutS-mAJr15QPjjIM0_WZ7jgTEbLoyzBbNAUQLHPIxNjuKNg-6OJmNZToW3OkoUmEBwzB27XO6pRfvA9r8OJeZ5mhN_7C4wN6jI6aDOHb3gPMi7L3A8.ke6vOOIrIndvatjPQjEDojpGkqW-2dkptB4tt0Kvibk&dib_tag=se&keywords=my+side+of+the+mountain&qid=1719863073&sprefix=my+side+of+the+mountain%2Caps%2C100&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Captains-Courageous-100th-Anniversary-Illustrated/dp/1952433401/ref=sr_1_1?crid=32MVJ88W6TVVI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.NVtmef_VtSKSKVlK8SuXpQldC33JqcIS_d0MRRmLEJUthdDG1WbVRAsAFqUOV6LwliJWWLlLa3DjikYuHIgsJWm5O9ecuwZdNXRckS-66GahNEal4y6sDeWaYJKm7WuAF1ujH-s0WbBMbOuBbTvpSyIf6bnn_QXXKgcv9E7oDyovDRgsDLDrE7U2cOfwYIC-86dHonDDAvHXoPvIsZ-e8Bh14m8bGjA17ivkCzCL6L8.hrfQ3bZ_2hbbgjfFFJJ8NNW20nDc8IOaj_2UYef86-k&dib_tag=se&keywords=Captains+Courageous&qid=1719863178&sprefix=captains+courageous%2Caps%2C83&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/True-Grit-Novel-Charles-Portis/dp/159020459X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=S2AK3U3ET5KH&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.xuae3k9OL-ndxy8bk5JBjw.U6_diy4GC05NDOVYlSwAd_30AzHCOv8hpXmKX1eFIdY&dib_tag=se&keywords=159020459X&qid=1719863210&sprefix=159020459x%2Caps%2C89&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mr-Midshipman-Hornblower-Saga-Paperback/dp/0316289124
https://www.amazon.com/Summer-Monkeys-Wilson-Rawls/dp/0440415802/ref=sr_1_1?crid=34QKF6S9QL4EK&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gwvEP1_vxp53uw4tS7jUGA.ncibyXlwqiewDR320huzhksf1Q2qTFqCtv0pZ2F1bMI&dib_tag=se&keywords=0440415802&qid=1719863439&sprefix=0440415802%2Caps%2C78&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Prince-Pauper-Signet-Classics/dp/0451528352/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2CWNVKDNGLON7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Dd6UpQrLWj-ltFAliaekWm1BuioDgM18_XkMEz8EwkDmOfxzGg_0O9HQJnGlEK9lW6lG6BnQr3ilwrrHv9BETT7NXEiReEPwCyzIllWsFWxO3jcIykWJUmKWpsZ_oysqlr0Ru9LFSLDfofAFdSAxCJKOmmTYIIJnTS73KwtdEFGDwr2FpDNbgkRLvYfHLacAnI2az4FzVnng8d5N3vEqeCRm2M8g38JjVvJw8C3EWy4.cUZV9Xi8nDOl_AP9jX6W-NAcW-tsRRcMFrrN4Sq9OMQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+prince+and+the+pauper+twain&qid=1719863502&sprefix=twain+the+prince+and+t%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Around-World-Eighty-Illustrated-First/dp/1949460851/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2N82LN26VWZ4B&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3hbzRAJ0qY-whOus7sVbFQ.dSAmmbpNwFGTSgA93kfKJf7OaEqzo92At9hi2ikHshI&dib_tag=se&keywords=978-1949460858&qid=1719863720&sprefix=978-1949460858%2Caps%2C86&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Twenty-Thousand-Leagues-Under-Illustrated/dp/1950435067/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WR5Z7HZHYNA3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.RDWJSKh5NplhmS1tkCjkuQ.tMyxagYUNcrS6MJB9MOg1UnQOLbOO7RWNYtWS16PmBY&dib_tag=se&keywords=978-1950435067&qid=1719863770&sprefix=978-1950435067%2Caps%2C75&sr=8-1
https://setonbooks.com/reading/1603-men-of-iron.html
https://www.amazon.com/Merry-Adventures-Robin-Hood/dp/0486220435/ref=sr_1_5?crid=VTVOBDA2SHVI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.O7Xk4Sx2FHa9vM-SHTh8SOsh08vRn0yY02tVToz-LuGBVE6zS7N7ky5wKVFSEQr7SlpGK7xm4b3-IkujF3Km0KUMR_90vGQ8EExj716VTAUBZAbGsc-Gb07Yoi9qC0Vd8lpnQ7hRhuTbgHQUBX5-lLcR6K7o-yQhd4bL3T-AwHsgWaTyoSgs8dTo6i6A7GpO4i4UPM92CtalFSIsZT7-d3Fg-5be7xmtFCcTNFGJESA.w1Qs9MDBFEJoRfvHVY41Lo0RrRKPZZxMC8xSjkgbdrs&dib_tag=se&keywords=merry+adventures+of+robin+hood+pyle&qid=1719863907&sprefix=pyle+the+merry+adventures+%2Caps%2C89&sr=8-5

